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Investigating Perspectives of Rural Nevadans on 
Climate Change Solutions 
 Rural perspectives are important for the issue of climate 
change. Rural areas have high concentrations of active 
voters who deny the problem of anthropogenic climate 
change.  Rural residents also face decisions about 
inviting large, utility scale renewable energy 
developments in their areas.  This research examines 
rural Nevadan’s perspectives on climate change to offer 
insights about the relationship between climate change 
perceptions and communication strategies. The 
research offers policy implications that address context 
specific issues, solution-oriented dialogue, and interest 
matching to mitigate  anthropogenic climate change.  
Interviewees from Churchill County, Nevada express 
politically conservative attitudes, support fossil fuel and  
nuclear energy  over renewable energy development, 
and value activities with direct local financial benefits 
over activities aimed at producing extra-local climate 
change mitigating effects.  Interviewees perceive nuclear 
energy as a clean technology and favor opening the 
Yucca Mountain Nuclear Waste Repository as a local 
financial revenue stream.  Churchill County residents 
express pride in their local renewable energy 
developments, but policy changes of the past several 
years have decreased county revenues from these 
projects and local support for renewable energy in 
Nevada also decreased. 
 Climate change communication research suggests that 
climate skeptics will become increasingly skeptical when 
given more information about climate change (Kahan et 
al., 2011).  Churchill County citizens do not believe 
climate change is a problem, much less a threat to 
them. They view climate literacy campaigns as 
politically-motivated efforts by outsiders who they do not 
recognize as experts. Interview results suggest that 
proposed climate solutions should be addressed as 
pragmatic economic solutions and conveyed through 
trade magazines to garner support for climate-oriented 
policies that benefit multiple interests. 
 
ABSTRACT 
CASE STUDY – Churchill County, NV 
METHODOLOGY 
 Conservative Fiscal Attitudes - Past support for renewable energy projects has since faltered due to large tax 
abatements and policy changes that have reduced the county’s revenues from these projects, although there is pride in 
having so much local green energy. Government incentives and subsidies are not favored by conservatives, especially 
when they witness a change in local revenues due to those policies. Nuclear support is connected to belief in Yucca 
Mountain as a financial resource for the state 
 Adaptation - The farming/ranching community is vulnerable to climate change because of their dependence on large 
supplies of surface water, but they do not perceive the threat from a changing climate because of their faith in their water 
delivery system that has seen them through past droughts. They perceive a more immediate threat of losing water due to 
population growth in the Reno area as well as litigation over wildlife and tribal water rights. They are exploring alternative 
crops suited to a warmer, drier climate. Water conservation measures have been taken, but further conservation measures 
could impact domestic wells and water rights.  
 Sources of Information – Family and friends are trusted by this audience over credentialed researchers.  Scientists 
are respected, but their knowledge is viewed as theoretical without relevance to the “real world”. Farmers  and ranchers 
trust each other’s knowledge built on experience.  
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Tricia Dutcher, M.S. Environmental Science 
Reasons for Choosing Churchill County: 
• Conservative majority 
• High rate of return on Nevada Farmers & 
Ranchers survey 
• Established site for renewable energy (both past 
and future projects) 
• Geothermal, Solar, Biomass 
• Access to community due to previous contact 
with agricultural conservation group. 
 
Interview subjects were sampled from each of the 
economic sectors of the community: 
• Naval Air Station Fallon 
• Agriculture 
• Geothermal power plants 
• Retail/service businesses found in any 
township, including construction. 
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RESULTS 
I conducted more than 25 hours of semi-structured 
interviews to investigate subjects’ attitudes, perceptions, 
and knowledge about climate change solutions, energy 
issues, and sources of information.  The interview 
questions correspond with various established social 
surveys in an effort to compare responses. The  flexible 
interview format  provides additional information to 
surveys as subjects elaborate on their knowledge, 
perceptions, and beliefs.  
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Political Orientation by County (Arrow points to Area of Study) 
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